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Calendar of Events

Spotlight on George Nelson

We haven’t published a calendar yet this year so
here is what we have for the upcoming months
so far.
June 18th, Saturday, Midsommar, Creve Coeur
Park Heldman Shelter
June 24th, Friday, IKEA Midsommar Smörgåbord
September, 11th, Sunday, Scandinavian Picnic
December 10, Saturday, Lucia

George Nelson has been a longtime member of the
Swedish Council and an integral part to the
workings of the Council. He is invaluable to us in
so many ways. George is not only on the Executive
Board and is our Publicity Chairman, but he is
behind the scenes on all our events. George is
married to Barbara Nelson, who is also an active
Swedish Council member, and both reside in
Kirkwood.
Swedish Council Members at the IKEA
Påskbord on March 18th. See more photos
on page 3.

(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Column

(Continued from page 1)

Connections to Sweden:
George’s farfar (father’s father) was born in 1890
in Yttre Gällarböke near Markaryd, Småland (now
Kronoberg). He and his family emigrated to
Ridgeway (western Pennsylvania) in 1896. *
(Swedish Council member, Jan Tonsing is
George’s fourth cousin and her family was already
there when the Nelsons arrived.)

Hej Everyone,
Spring is here ----- and so is daylight savings!
I’m sure all of you are happy about that!
The Påskbord at IKEA was a success as 60
members and friends enjoyed dining together and
socializing. There were a few families with
Swedish connections who joined our group not
knowing about the Swedish Council. We hope to
see them again at our upcoming events.
On April 17, we had our Meet The Author dinner
event with guest speaker, Steve Kling. This was
more than a bit of Scandinavian history as I’m sure
everyone who attended will agree. Mr. Kling kept
everyone’s interest as he shared beautiful photos of
his trip to Sweden, Copenhagen and St. Petersburg
as well as telling humorous anecdotes about some
of the personalities in the Great Northern War.
Thirty-five of us enjoyed a most entertaining
program followed by a delicious dinner.

George’s farmor’s (father’s mother’s) grandparents
emigrated with their children, including his greatgrandmother, from Skåne in 1870 and eventually
settled near Junction City, Kansas.
Favorite Swedish Food: Anything especially
salmon.
Profession: Retired. Former chemist at AnheuserBusch. Some duties included participation on Taste
Panels.

Hobbies: Vegetable garden. Dill is very successful.
Yellow peas are challenging in our climate, but we
have gotten enough to make Pea Soup once in
On May 3rd Swedish Council members had the
opportunity to spend an evening with two Swedish awhile. Beets sometimes produce for us. Tomatoes,
squash and beans do very well. I enjoy growing
authors, Brigadier (ret.) Einar Lyth and Professor
Magnus Perlestam from Mid Sweden University at many different kinds of chiles and sometimes a
Mr. Kling’s home. Einar Lyth was key to bringing little “New Mexico Red” gets into seasoning for
salmon.
this project to fruition and Professor Perlestam
organized two panels for the annual conference of
the Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Other interests include railroads and their history as
well as bicycling and swimming.
Studies later this month in New Orleans.
This month we are starting something new. We will Swedish Traditions: Not a part of my growing up,
but membership in the Swedish Council has been
be SPOTLIGHTING a member. I feel it is
educational and acquainted me with some to try.
important that we get to know each other. Who
knows what we might have in common?
of interest.
Thank you to those of you who have brought your
2016 dues up-to-date. We on the Executive Board See you soon!
genuinely appreciate your support so the Swedish
Council of St. Louis can continue to celebrate
Med vänliga hälsningar,
Midsommar, the Lucia Festival and other programs Doris Martin
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Member News

Welcome New SCSL Member

We are sad to report the death of Charter Member,
Astrid Tucker, on March 26, 2016. Astrid was
born in Gävle, Sweden and died in Nathrop,
Colorado of cancer.

We want to send a warm welcome to our new
Swedish Council members Michael Collins, and
the Klings; Steve and Becky and their daughter
Shannon.

We send condolences to Astrid’s daughter,
Swedish Council member Karen Fox, and her
family. Astrid’s niece, Carolina Eby, was the
Swedish Council’s first Lucia on December 13,
1976.

TV News
WELCOME TO SWEDEN, Season 2 on sale at
Barnes & Noble April 12

Royal News
Prince Carl Philip and Princess Sofia now have a
baby boy born April 19 in Stockholm. His name is
Alexander and he is 5th in line to the Royal throne.

Photos from the IKEA Påskbord
Here are some photos from the IKEA Påskbord
where the SCSL was well represented.

Britt Benson’s children present her with a
birthday cake
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World War II Vet Gets Viking
Funeral

SCSL Board Contacts
Doris Martin, President,
DMIntDesign@aol.com, 636.537.0742
Helen Wolf, Treasurer
helen-wolf@hotmail.com 636.577.0593
Britt Benson, Membership
benson.britt@gmail.com, 314.427.8850
Jenny Butero, Activities, 314.485.1174
David Youngberg, Secretary,
davcyjr@gmail.com 636.724.8774
Official SCSL E-mail:
swedishcouncilofstlouis@gmail.com

Here’s an interesting story about a WW II vet and
Norwegian-American who received a
Viking-style funeral.
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nationnow/2014/10/03/viking-funeral-veteran-coastguard/16660397/

Seen in Salt Lake City
The vehicle is in Swedish colors and says
"Gustavus Adolphus Magnus" on the sides and the
back says "King of Sweden." It has Vermont plates
and came to us by way of Dave Peterson.
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