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2018 Calendar 
 
February 11th, Sunday, 3 pm, Business Meeting & 
Pancake Supper 
June 24th, Sunday,  Midsommar—Kirkwood 
Park—Sugar Creek Ridge Pavilion 

Pancake Supper & Business 
Meeting 

 
When:  Sunday, February 11th, 3 – 5 pm 
Where:  Trinity Lutheran Church, 820 Lockett 
Rd., Kirkwood, 63122 
Cost:  $3 Adults, $1.50 Children (12 and under). 
 
This is one of our meetings where we hold a 
business meeting as required by our by-laws and 
kick off a new year of SCSL activities. We will 
also enjoy some Swedish pancakes whipped up by 
a couple of our board member and other treats. 
Please bring a dish and return the  reservation form 
by February 7th. 
 
For our program Sabina Thorblad will speak about 
how her company in Linköping has a few 
interesting solutions in dealing with all kinds of 
waste. 
 
Come out and enjoy some time with your Swedish 
Council friends and participate in a great 2018 for 
the SCSL.  

More on Nellie Hohnsen 
 
Some of you have known your grandparents and 
some of you haven’t.  This story is about my 
Morfar and Mormor, my grandparents on my 
Mother’s side.  Some of you know in Sweden you 
always know whose relatives you speak of as their 
title is a teller.  Mor means Mother, Far means 
Father so Mormor is Mother’s Mother and Morfar 
is Mother’s Father.  Then you have Moster 
meaning Mother’s Sister and Faster for Father’s 
sister and in English you say Aunt which takes in 
both sides. 
 
I met my Mormor, Morfar and Moster Nelly when 
I was 4 ½ and lived with them and my Mor for 10 
months in Sweden.  My visit to Farfar, Faster Beda 
and cousin Irene was only 1 month.  Morfar and I 
had a special bond since we both had a birthmark 
on our right knee of the same size and description.  
He loved the USA and had an American flag in his 
office.  My Mor wanted to have sewing machine 
lessons when she was 19 and Morfar said no!  He 
said instead he would lend her money to go to 
Chicago, Illinois to her 2 sisters & 2 brothers who 
were there.  When she got a job and had money, 
she could pay him back.  She went. 
 
Between what I saw and remember and what I 
heard from my relatives my Morfar was quite a 
person.  Doing my genealogy on both sides gave 
me some background on all of them.  His father 
was Swen Erasmusson, he was Karl John Swenson 
born on April 23, 1863.  He was the third child of 5 
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President’s Column 
 

GOTT NYTT ÅR 2018 TO ALL! 
 
The new year has begun and the Swedes say “god 
fortsättning”.  I am wishing you “good 
continuation” that all of the year will continue to be 
good to you. 
 
Our Lucia Fest on December 9th was once again a 
huge success and I want to especially thank Lotta 
Fox, Honorary Consul of Sweden, for organizing 
and narrating the occasion; David Oscarson (on 
crutches no less!) for directing the choir; and, 
Kevin Ericson for coordinating the music.  Dave 
Youngberg and George Nelson deserve thanks as 
well for setting up the beautiful stage; and, Alan 
Cina and Nellie Hohnsen for doing such a fine job 
with the Butik.  I could never forget to thank my 
ever-faithful ladies in the Kaffestuga, Ginger 
Johnson and Barbara Nelson.  As always, we are 
also grateful to the Nordic Dancers and Fiddlers 
who entertained us in such a festive way.  Most of 
all, a BIG thank you to the children, parents, choir 
members, our Lucia, Linnea, and jultomten, Fred 
Nelson, for presenting such a wonderful Swedish 
Christmas program.  Tusen Tack to all of you for 
sharing your talents and time year after year.  
Please check out our Lucia photos in this issue and 
see the rest of them on our website. 
 
Don’t forget it is now time to renew your 2018 
dues, if you haven’t already.  In doing so, you will 
continue to receive the Gult och Blått and be able 
to participate in the Lucia Fest.  Tack så mycket! 
 
Please join us for our annual Pancake Supper on 
February 11th when our new member, Sabina 
Thorblad, will speak.  Sabina works for an 
environmental energy company based in Linköping 
which has a few solutions for dealing with all kinds 
of waste.  This will be an interesting presentation.  
Hope to see all of you then. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 

Doris   

KAFFESTUGA 2017 
 
Once again, our loyal and fabulous Swedish bakers 
supplied us so generously with their delicious 
treats to sell at the Kaffestuga.  Thank you so 
much.  You are so appreciated! 
 
 

WELCOME NEW SCSL MEMBERS 
 
We want to send a warm welcome to the 
Nordströms – Ola & Alayna and their son, Eric; 
and to Ellen Boone and her daughter, Karen. 
 
 
FOUND:  A black quilted XL Girl’s jacket found 
in the girls’ dressing room @ Kirkwood 
Community Center after the Lucia performance. 
 
DAYS TO REMEMBER:  13 February, 
Fettisdagen (Fat Tuesday) and 14 February, Alla 
Hjärtans Dag (All Hearts Day). 
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to his Far’s first wife Bengta, his father’s second 
wife Catharina added 2 more siblings.  He married 
Karolina Gummesdotter about 1888 and all the 
relatives and friends lived in small villages around 
Asarum, Blekinge.  The nearest “big town is 
Karlshamn, a seaport on the Baltic Sea. 
 
Morfar and Mormor started farming after marriage 
only to have a country depression and lost 
everything.  They moved to a 2-room cabin in a 
very, very small village south of Asarum called Ra.  
Their first child born there was Moster Ruth in 
1891 on New Year’s Day.  Seven more children 
followed.  Since Karlshamn was a seaport mainly 
having merchant ships three or four masted and 
they usually needed sailors, Morfar found a job.  
Can you believe he sailed completely around the 
world 7 times?  He got drunk and wound up in jail 
in the Hawaiian Islands.  He said the worst port was 
Liverpool, England even worst than the black hole 
of Calcutta.  The USA ports were the best.  Once 
the ship he was on was becalmed on the Indian 
Ocean.  All the life boats were attached to the ship 
and the men rowed, towing the ship to the nearest 
land.  Not an easy task – nor was Cape Horn, South 
America.  He was back in Karlshamn about every 
two years.  The two years were easy to figure as:  
1891 (Ruth), 1893 (Gunborg Elizabeth), 1895 
(Svata Natanel), 1897 ( Ragnar), and 1899 (Hildur 
Ingeborg). 
 
Two important inventions for Karlshamn came to 
be.  One was running water to the house and the 
telephone.  All available to wealthy private homes.  
The water was to come from Lakelong (Langasjon) 
which lays west of Asarum.  What was needed is a 
pumping house and an intake  building and office 
and a person who sees after things.  Karl Johan 
(Morfar) was approached as he seemed to be what 
we would call a jack-of-all-trades that the city 
fathers knew of.  He stopped going to sea and took 
the job.  They had a “big” celebration to dedicate 
the opening, hired a photographer and I have a 
copy of the picture.  Also included in the bargain 
was a house of 4 rooms and an attic and basement 
for the caretaker.  This house also had a telephone!  
The Svenssons moved in!  All the kids slept in the 
attic and Morfar & Mormor in a bedroom 
downstairs.  There was also a kitchen, dining room, 
and big room (front room).  Every Sunday at a set 
time the phone rang from Karlshamn telling Morfar 
how much water was needed on each day.  Monday 

always was the most needs for washing.  (My mom 
had to take the clothes down to the lake and wash 
them sometimes.  For the dirties, she pounded them 
on a rock with a special stick.)  Back to the phone.  
Everyone who lived nearby appeared on Sunday 
afternoon outside the dining room window, which 
was slightly open, to hear the phone ring.  They all 
were in awe to think Svensson could talk to 
Karlshamn!  He didn’t have to walk close to 5 
miles to town. WOW! 
 
Three more children were born but one died shortly 
after childbirth.  Mormor was left with something 
that shortened one leg by 2 inches.  She took baths 
at a nearby town of Ronneby for a month at a time 
and wore a shoe with a two-inch high sole and she 
limped.  While Karl Johan sailed, he always 
brought her a little something, which when he left 
she threw away as it couldn’t feed the children or 
clothe them.  I heard some things really were rare 
and beautiful.  
 
At first, Morfar had things to do at the water works 
so the children were on their own when Mormor 
took her baths.  To ease things, he had his 2 eldest 
girls live and work as scull maids for some wealthy 
people in Karlshamn.  That left my Mother to care 
for the others - cooking and cleaning.  The eldest 
son decided to go to sea due to Morfar’s stories of 
his adventures.  Morfar gave his ok and Mormor 
wasn’t so sure of the idea but off he went. 
 
Morfar then had time to work on things around the 
house.  He built a barn and the loft was fitted for 
Mormor’s loom.  She had learned weaving and was 
so good at it that neighbor women for some miles 
around had Lena come and “set” their loom.  I 
have a tablecloth and 2 aprons she made – one for 
everyday and the other for Sunday Church going.  
My Mor also wove after Mormor set the loom. 
 
A horse and wagon was purchased so things were 
getting better.  Somewhere in between he worked 
on the outhouse which was small.  His design was 
a three-holer.  The one for men was farthest in 
from the door, next one step down for women and 
the last another step down for the children.  As 
these buildings are not heated he made the pigsty 
using the side near the last hole be for the sty’s one 
side.  Not so bad an idea at all.  When I came for 
my visit I had no idea of this arrangement.  My 



 

Gult och Blått                                                                                               February 2018 

4 

SCSL Board Contacts 
• Doris Martin, President, 

DMIntDesign@aol.com, 636.537.0742 
• Helen Wolf, Treasurer                                

helen-wolf@hotmail.com  636.577.0593 
• Britt Benson, Membership 

benson.britt@gmail.com, 314.503.0594 
• Jenny Butero, Activities, buteroj@gmail.com  
• George Nelson, Secretary,  
• Official SCSL E-mail: 

swedishcouncilofstlouis@gmail.com  

first visit to use this, I was scared out of my wits.  
Something was rubbing on the wall and making 
noises.  I climbed up the next step and almost fell 
in.  I can remember running in the house and 
getting my Mor to come back with me.  Of course, 
I cried. 
 
The children slowly made their way to the USA.  
Ruth in 1910 at age 18, Gunborg in 1912 at age 19, 
Svante in 1917 at age 22, Ragnar in 1916 at age 20, 
and Hildur in 1920 at age 21.  Each one helped 
sponsor the other except for Svante who was 
employed as a sailor.  The next child was Nelly 
and she stayed home to care for the parents.  In 
1918 Morfar wrote to daughter Ruth a beautiful 
letter.  You could tell he was educated as were all 
the children even though it was now only grade 
school to us.  He asked her about purchasing some 
plot of land a short way north of the water works.  
There were plans to move the works and 
modernize it, but not just then.  Her answer I found 
out was “yes” and she gave me the letter he wrote.  
He bought the land which was also on the lake.  He 
first built a wall of stone to mark the road from the 
house that still stands.  After WWI, he built the 
barn and hired others to do the house. 
 
Gunborg was at the new house in 1938 and both 
Mormor and Morfar died just as war broke out in 
Europe (1939-1940’s).  It wasn’t until 1955 when 
my Mor and Far went back to see how things were 
with both their families. 
 

Nellie Hohnsen 
Stockholm Snow People ready for Florida 

http://swedishcouncilstlouis.org/swedishcouncilofstlouis@gmail.com

