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Lucia Fest

The 2018 Santa Lucia Christmas program 
will be at the Kirkwood Community Center 
in the Robert Reim Theatre on Saturday,  
December 8th at 3pm. Doors open in theatre 
lobby for Swedish Butik and Kaffestuga at 
2pm. Tickets available at door and will be $8, 
children under 5, free. Kirkwood Community 
Center is located at 111 South Geyer Rd. in 
Kirkwood.

2018 Calendar

• November 11th, Sunday 3-5pm,  
 1st Lucia Practice,  
 Kirkwood Community Center, room 200
• November 18th, Sunday 3-5pm,  
 2nd Lucia Practice,  
 Kirkwood Community Center, room 300
• December 2nd, Sunday 3-5pm,  
 3rd Lucia Practice,  
 Kirkwood Community Center, room 300
• December 7th, Friday 6-8pm, IKEA Julbord
• December 8th, Saturday  
 2pm Butik, 3pm Lucia Program

Sofia Erlin, Lucia 2018

This year’s Lucia is Sofia Erlin, daughter of 
Ebba Segerberg and Matthew Erlin. Sofia is 

continued on page 2  
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President’s Column

Hejsan Alla,
What a special day a few of us had in  
St. Charles celebrating Missouri Day at 
the First Missouri Capitol Historic Site 
and spreading the word about our Swedish 
Council. June Nystrom, Ginger Johnson, 
Larry & Sharon Nordlof, George Nelson, 
Jack and I really didn’t know what to expect
but were told there would be around 300 
children and adults. Fortunately, we were 
blessed with good weather and enthusiastic 
children who were interested in everything 
we brought. Read more about our day in 
George Nelson’s article within this newsletter.

It is time to celebrate one of our most loved 
traditions on the Swedish calendar. The  
Lucia Fest will be here before we know it. 
This year we’ll celebrate on December 8th 
and it will be held again at the Kirkwood 
Community Center. PLEASE NOTE:  
Rehearsals for this event will be at the  
Kirkwood Community Center instead of 
Community Covenant Church.  
(SEE ENCLOSED)
We will be having the Butik at the rehearsals 
as well as a Loppis (Swedish Yard Sale). 
Helen Wolf, our Treasurer, is providing 
Square Readers for convenience in purchasing 
items and paying your dues if necessary.

Since we won’t be printing a December 
newsletter, all of us on the Swedish Council 
Executive Board would like to wish you a 
happy and healthy holiday season. GOD 
JUL OCH GOTT NYTT ÅR! See you at the 
Lucia Fest!

Med Varma Julhälsningar,
Doris

Sofia Erlin, Lucia 2018 
 cont’d from page 1

a sophomore at Clayton High School. She
plays volleyball, is a part of the Speech
and Debate team, and writes for the school 
newspaper. She also volunteers through her 
school, and enjoys tutoring students at her 
old elementary school. During her free time, 
Sofia likes hanging out with her friends and 
playing with her dog Hugo.
Sofia was born in St. Louis and has lived 
here since then with her parents, her brother 
Noah, as well as her grandmother Susana 
and great-aunt Nicole. Her mother Ebba is 
Swedish and Sofia has been back to see her 
mother’s side of the family many times over 
summer vacation. Her grandparents grew  
up in northern Sweden, in Skellefteå and 
Kiruna, and have lived in Stockholm for 
many years. Her favorite memories from 
visiting them are eating kanelbullar,
playing in Humlegården, taking the ferry to 
Gotland, and going to Gröna Lund with her 
cousins.
Sofia has always loved going back to Swe-
den because it reminds her of her heritage. 
She enjoys visiting her family and exploring 
Stockholm. She appreciates the beautiful 
nature like the Lill-Jansskogen forest, the 
(normally) cool weather, and the focus on 
environmental sustainability in everyday life 
in Sweden.
Last summer, Sofia did a Swedish language 
camp in Sigtuna, a historic town about an 
hour outside of Stockholm. Her favorite 
moments were swimming in the lake and 
hanging out with her campmates.
Sofia has participated in the SCSL St Lucia 
celebration for as long as she can remem-
ber, back when the Lucia girls carried live 
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number of visitors were school groups from 
third through fifth-grades at nearby schools.

Doris Martin and June Nystrom looked very 
Swedish in folk costume. We put Abby  
Butero’s very informative poster about Sweden 
in a prominent place so visitors could learn 
from it. Larry and Sharon Nordlof brought a 
photo poster of Swedish scenes. Ginger  
Johnson brought a poster of three Dala horses 
and some color pens so visitors could add their 
own colors. There were also smaller prints for 
coloring at home. Visitors enjoyed a little flavor 
of Sweden with Pepparkakor and Swedish Fish.

The Swedish Flag flew behind our table. Well, 
at first, it sort of hung from its pole. Then the 
wind picked up and it fluttered proudly! Of 
course this moved the posters and made us 
scramble to hold them in place. We used tape, 
food cans, flagpoles and finally our hands and 
arms to keep everything together. 

continued on page 4 

candles. An early memory of being a Lucia 
girl is once when she dropped her candle on 
stage – but luckily nothing bad happened! 
Another memory is being a gingerbread girl 
and dancing around the tree. It is an event 
she has always enjoyed, especially all of the 
music and singing, and every year it makes 
her feel Christmas is finally on its way.

Missouri Day Celebration
Celebrates Swedish Culture 

by George Nelson

Missouri State Parks invited the Swedish 
Council to be one of the groups to have a 
presentation table at the annual Missouri Day 
Celebration at the First Missouri State Capital 
Historic Site in St. Charles.  Its theme this year 
was “Making Missouri: Celebrating our Diver-
sity” and it was held Wednesday, October 17.  
The event was open to the public, but the greatest 
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The organizers provided a Continental break-
fast for the participants. Of course there was 
lots of coffee. There was also a fine smoked 
salmon beautifully surrounded with lemon 
slices. Enough of it remained so some people 
could enjoy it for lunch, too. Lunch included a 
lentil soup. There were also crackers and breads 
with assorted cheeses, hummus and other 
spreads. Lunch provided an opportunity 
for members of the different groups to take a 
break, refresh and learn about programs other 
groups offered.

There was a broad range of presenters and each 
of them brought a unique display of objects 
and demonstrations. For example, the Turkish 
American Society of Missouri, The Scottish 
St. Andrews Society and the Center for Indian 
Cultural Education were there.

It was very worthwhile to be included among 
the exhibitors at the event and we enjoyed 
participating.

Lucia Rehearsals

CALLING ALL tärnor, sjärngosser,  
pepparkakor och tomtar! Swedish Council 
members, sign up your children and grand-
children to participate in our Lucia celebra-
tion on Saturday, December 8th . Our first 
rehearsal is Sunday, November 11th at 3pm.
This year we will hold the practices at a 
NEW LOCATION since the Community 
Covenant Church building has been sold. 
We will be at the Kirkwood Community 
Center at 111 S. Geyer Rd. in Kirkwood, 
room 200. You will use the back entrance to 
the Center, not the Theatre entrance. (AND, 
remember that in order to participate, your 
dues must be up-to-date). Again, many 
thanks for making this event the success it 
has always been.

Kaffestuga Request

Please bring Lucia Buns, Swedish Cinnamon 
or Cardamom Buns, and Swedish Cookies to 
Lucia for sale in our Kaffestuga. The Swedish 
Council is so fortunate to have such talented 
bakers. You are so appreciated!  
Tack så mycket!!!

SCSL Board Contacts

• Doris Martin, President,  
 DMIntDesign@aol.com, 636.537.0742
• Helen Wolf, Treasurer  
 helen-wolf@hotmail.com 636.577.0593
• Britt Benson, Membership  
 benson.britt@gmail.com, 314.503.0594
• Jenny Butero, Activities,  
 buteroj@gmail.com 
• George Nelson, Secretary,  
Official SCSL E-mail:  
swedishcouncilofstlouis@gmail.com


